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The week of 23-30 April 2002, a delegation from the Ridgecrest Sister City Association visited our sister city of Tepatitlan, Jalisco, Mexico. The hospitatility we received was unsurpassed, and our schedule of activities was filled with unforgettable memories.





Our group numbered thirteen. Netty and Mike Miller, Lydia Schummer and her son Duane, Bill Huston, and Joe Muzik all flew from Tijuana to Guadalajara on the 23rd, while Alexandra de Felice flew in from San Francisco that same day. Isabel and Alan Karty travelled a few days earlier on the 20th to visit family in Guadalajara, while Pat and Chuck Fleener that same day went directly to Tepa to open up their second home. Roy Ashburn and Donna Darnell joined us a few days later on the 26th.





We all gathered in the Guadalajara airport at 2:20 pm the afternoon of the 23rd and were welcomed by Lic. Juan Carlos Baez Paredes, President of the Sister City Association of Tepatitlan, and other hosts who escorted us in comfortable vans to Tepatitlan, approximately 45 minutes drive north-east of Guadalajara by the toll highway. Once there the festivities and superb meals were non-stop!





There are so many highlights to tell. We attended an evening performance by the Choral Ensemble "Amadeus" in the City’s Cultural Center, where we listened to opera selections by Bizet, Puccini and Gounod and also to romantic Spanish compositions such as Te Quiero, Jurame, and Un Viejo Amor. We visited the City Museum where its director gave us a fascinating tour of its displays and an entertaining history of the region and its people. The city’s firefighters invited us to their facility and to a wonderful evening banquet in their firestation. We were given a tour of the local Coca-Cola plant and spent an afternoon and evening at the City Fair and Livestock Exhibition. Tepatitlan is important for its agriculture and livestock and produces nearly 80% of all eggs for the nation.





Two events in particular showed us a very special side of Mexico. One was the procession of the miraculous image of the Señor de la Misericordia through the streets of the city over a period of several days. The colorful floats, each representing a historical period or event, were a labour of love, and the devotion of the faithful as the procession passed by touched everyone. Worshippers travel from all over the country to witness this ceremony, many from Guadalajara on foot for over two days.





The other was our visit to the Institute of Juan Villalpando, a man who dedicated his life to helping poor, orphaned children, to giving them food, clothing, shelter, and a basic education. We were touched by the selflessness of the staff and the gratitude and politeness of the children, who proceeded to treat us to a delicious lunch in their garden. We toured their modest facilities and thanked them for opening our hearts.





Many other activities were spontaneous and all the more fun. On our day "off", a group of us were taken to the historic city of Guanajuato. We visited the monument to the Pipila, the legendary peasant who wore rocks as body armor to protect himself from the Spaniards’ bullets so he could set fire to the fortress doors where all the city’s grain was being held from the townspeople. We visited a historic silver mine on the outskirts of town and witnessed the conditions and history of its laborers; we even descended 25 meters below ground. Of course, we had to stop at the Callejon del Beso, the Alley of the Kiss, a street so narrow that two lovers of old were able to exchange kisses from each other’s balcony which are visible to this day. Last but not least, we visited the famous Museum of the Mummies, where hundreds of mummies of townsfolk preserved by the especially dry environment of the region are displayed.





Our last evening we attended a marvelous performance by the Jalisco State Choir in the Parroquia (Church) de San Francisco de Asis. This was followed by a farewell dinner in City Hall where we thanked our hosts for the kindness and generosity they showed us every moment of every day. Suffice it to say, we will be hard pressed to match their hospitatility, but we are more excited than ever to see them once more in Ridgecrest this first week in October for a wonderful reunion and a renewal of friendships.





Alan 





